11 Plus Vocabulary Boost Course Preview

This preview is designed to show you, in some depth, the work we'll go through in this
course.

Who should be doing it?

e The course is designed to enhance the vocabulary of any 11 plus pupil.

e It should be central to the work of any child preparing at home.

e It is also very useful for any child using a tutor or going to a tuition centre.
Vocabulary development happens at home it NEVER happens effectively in
the classroom.

Why is vocabulary development so important?

e 11 plus tests are weighted towards literacy skills over any other skill area.
e 60% of the marks focus on literacy skills.
e Vocabulary is the single most important area.

How does this course differ from using books?

e Fully structured and planned so you know you'll cover the topic properly in the
time available.

- Books tend to just scratch the surface of topics or are so specialised you'd
need to buy several books to cover the ground properly. (It's also difficult to
know which book to buy).

¢ Includes: active learning exercises, tests to make sure learning has happened
and revision exercises.

- Books tend to just include tests with each word being exposed only once.
Children simply cannot develop the depth of knowledge they'll need by using
tests alone.

e This course includes, within its structure, the method of developing vocabulary
properly through a range of activities. We encourage children to read, to
develop personal word lists, to build their own bespoke vocabulary for on-going
revision.

- Books essentially just include tests and unless you go through a full, well
planned, process little development will happen.
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Who is this course right for?

e We have three vocabulary courses. A 40 part course, a 20 part course and a 10

part course.

¢ Inan ideal world children should spend around a week on each part of the course

to get best value from it.

e The courses are already intensive but they can be done in a little less time than

a week if children are prepared to work very hard.

e Ideally we'd suggest the following:

The Complete Vocabulary Course 40 parts 30 - 40+ weeks
Vocabulary Enhance 20 parts 15 - 30 weeks
Vocabulary Boost 10 parts 6 - 15 weeks

So this vocabulary boost course (10 parts) could be started with anything from

6 - 15 weeks to go until the exam.

summer holidays before the 11 Plus exam.

vocabulary enhance course as it covers more ground.

Some parents successfully use this course to give an additional boost over the
Where you have longer to go than 15 weeks please also consider the 20 part

If you have less than 6 weeks to go please do try the vocabulary boost course but

be aware that it covers roughly 200 pages in fotal. Work will need to be

intensive.

No book covers the ground so completely.
This course is fully structured, revision is built in.
There's much less planning work for parents to do

What does the Vocabulary Boost preview show?

SCROLL DOWN TO SEE COURSE EXAMPLES

v
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Vocabulary Boost - Part 3
In this section are your third batch of synonyms and two batches of opposites
all with match-up tests. Remember that frequency helps embed

these words. Say them out loud, write them ouft.

Reading: Are youi Front Sheets ilease make sure you read for
at least half an hog ¢ have also given you a paired
reading text to do ¢ These sheets come 3.

: at the front of every i

Your Personal Wot part of the course. : use your personal words list
every week? Your‘i They let you know ited if you do not note down
words you are not: .. ) Is you find yourself through
reading or listening What is included in

: each part of the

Synonyms 3: You course. ;'zase learn these words using
the Look, Cover, \ =tion includes words such as

comprehend and cot

: We let you know

Synonyms Ma'rch-i when to approach .e test a few days after you
have learnt these & gqch activity and why icy will indicate they could be

learnt more thoroug it is important

Words from Pas1~i Ecome up in published tests

This time words include moderate and admission.

Opposites 3: Your third batch of opposites. This section includes words such
as condemn and contract. When you think you have really learnt the words
please wait a couple of days and then test yourself again to make sure the
words have really sunk in.

Opposites Match-Up Test: Only do this simplé | N€ Whole course is
have learnt these words. Any mistakes or hesifanc: planned for you with

learnt more thoroughly. : revision built in.

Homophones: Homophones are words which SOURu s rassarmsarans insasams unsnesst
differently. Remember to use the personal words list to note down any that
are new and that you were not sure of.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Homographs: Can you think of two meanings for the word flutter. Do the
exercise to check your understanding of these words. Learn any you didn't get.

Opposites 4: Your fourth bcn‘é Front Sheets iese words using
the Look, Cover'., Write, CheckE continued . words such as
entrance and fair-play. : :

: You can expect :
Opposites Match-Up Test: C around 13-16 : days affer you

have learnt these words. Any mé jndividual activities e they could be

I ly. : . : :

earnt more thoroughly : focusmg on different :

Homographs: Can you think ofi areas of vocabulary :gr'ound. Do the

exercise fo check your understaj development in each % you didn't get.
: part of the course.

Synonyms Revision: This page: dearnt last time

using a CLOZE format. Remember *f6"add dny Words you aré ot sure of to your

personal words list to ensure you see them with greater frequency.

Paired Reading: Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe. We have produced an
excerpt for you from this popular classic book. Read it together using the
instructions we gave you in the introduction pack. Also note down any words
you didn't know in your personal words list.

More Difficult Opposites: Remember these sheets are not a test, they are a
learning exercise. We expect children will need to do further work on at least
50% of these words on average. Use your personal words list to help you.

Please sign below when you have completed everything.
Your helper may have to test you on some things.

Signed: (Parent/Teacher and PUpil)............ccoooocommrvvmonrvecosnneccrees s

Please do lots of reading throughout this programme.
We hope you enjoyed this part of the course.
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8.
9.

10. He began to

Words from past papers

These words have come up before in 11 Plus past papers and may come up again.
Insert the right word into each sentence. Watch out because some words will fit more than
one sentence but there is only one solution. Use your logic skills to re-adjust if you go wrong.

If you don't know any of the words then add them to your weekly vocabulary sheet.

release

digest

ordeal

quench flourish submit
E biti
ot Words from past ambren
papers ::ce permit
[ tenant
merc} . . :
™" This series looks at
He need re.

hundreds of challenging
She gaif words which have come e votes.

He wasg up in PaSt 11 P/US papers Eacfuring industry.

: or in papers produced by

The _: . vas shocking.
: publishers. -
The pop: song
Peter triedto _ _ his younger sisters decision.

The criminal begged for

No matter how much water sh Children will know
She went to hers Some of these words

but many will be new.
i Some of the words

11. The accident had been a scaré m,'ght seem extreme
12. He with hig but they are reflective

13. She demonstrated her fierce:

: of the papers children
: will face.

t her thirst.

g four times a week.

14. He 100K @ FEW MOMENTS 10 tsseseressessssnssnssamsnsonmmmmsessesssss

15. She had been a perfect
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My Personal Words List

Each week you will find new words or words you haven't quite learnt yet.
Familiarisation and a wide vocabulary only develops with frequent exposure. Use
this sheet to identify new words, then revise them regularly

New Word Meaning New word in sentence
(Write the new (Write down its (Write a short sentence with
PPTPTPrY snedhenedeeeeean.. R PARINA N MOILE OV e e ne MOl .ok wand. in. rt)

: Personal Words List

This simple sheet is at the heart of everything we do.
: Children all have a unique vocabulary and our role is to help

each child develop their own vocabulary.

These personal word lists should be used by children to
: identify 20 words (during each part of the course) that
: they have either not quite learnt properly, or discovered

through their reading.

There is little point in embarking on any vocabulary

i enhancement exercise without using personal words lists

like these. All vocabulary books fail in this regard. .
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Harder Word

Synonyms

FOLD

Easier Word

abart synonyms leave
abbr: shorten

: We use these sheets to ask .
abod | : dwelling

: children to learn their synonyms.
abr‘ué These sheets actively ask children sudden
GbUﬂ; to learn words, which is something plentiful
acco} most books don't do as they only room
accui include test activities. Children CoririecT
acuti cannot learn by only doing tests. sharp
adhere stick
adversity misfortune
affectionate : We cover over 1000 synonyms __
aggressive : during the course. Children will i
aid i know some of them but be less
ally : familiar with or not know others.
GlTITUde ..................... .ne]g.n..r......................:
AMAZERAAT. iy, wohder
amiablf They are encourc.l_c.yed to malfe a B friendly
—|5 note of less familiar words in their : lentiful
w personal words list. : plentitu
ancien; old
animosity hatred
First attempt
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Synonyms Match-up

Below you will see words from the synonyms you have just learnt.
Match each word from the box below with its synonym in the list below.

annual arrogant attired beverages
anonymous assembly audacity broad
: Synonyms match-up austere catastrophe
A few days after the latest batch of gaval"icious cautious
: synonyms have been learnt properly Ebombar' q cease

1 we encourage children to do this
_af revision exercise.

e A A ¥ | BECRRRLLLEC LRI ELCPEITILLUPLITEELLPLRIEE |.......:

clothes - I — :
disaster We ask children to wait a few days '_
dressed because the delay will reveal how well i~
drinks the learning activity was completed. i~
expect Any words they get wrong should be :
gathering added to their personal words list so _
ghost that they see it with greater —
: frequency. -
greedy
haughty
help
impLE The vast majority of vocabulary

t books only expose children to each

pel‘l’? word once so there's little chance
SEV& that they will actually learn the
STOP: words properly.

wide
yearly
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Synonyms Revision

You have already learnt these. Fill in the gaps to reveal
the correct synonym.

Synonyms Revision

In the following part of the course
children will get this tough revision
exercise which uses a similar CLOZE
format seen in many 11 Plus tests. If
they learnt the words properly _
previously then they should score highly.

ghost app _ _ 1T _ _ _
apart as__d_r
dressed att _ _r_
gr'eedy ava _ _ C _ ous

dlsas This revision exercise boosts frequency
help and helps children retain the word at
surp: front of mind. It is revision activities
NaMe Jike these which make all the

CIOH'E difference and result in really good

'MPUL outcomes.

W|de .......................... b...........d.......................:

Remember - this is a test and learning exercise. If you get them
all correct you will have done incredibly well. If you haven't just
learn the ones you missed. As you progress your vocabulary will
grow each week

Marks / 20
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Recommended Boolks
for 9-12 years-olds

The National Education Association has created a list of one hundred
books which it recommends as great reading for children.

Here.are.the.baoks.fram.that.list.for childnen aagd 9 to 12.
: Reading :

Charlo: .
Hatchi We emphasise the need to read at

The Lt every opportunity. ;
Bridge rson
Charlié
A writ Reading helps children in very many igle

f:;’;’e“ ways but it is particularly important f/i:j‘z'”
The si for vocabulary development. bn Burnett
The Bi dler Warner
Sarah; chlan

The i Lt is unlikely that children who read g
Island for less than half an hour a day will

Maniag . .

rhe of [€ach their full potential. .. i

The Giver Lois Lowry

James and the Giant Peach Roald Dahl

Little House in the Big Woods Laura Ingalls Wilder

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry Mildred D. Taylor

Stone Fox sassnsnsasan JahoRevnelds.Gardingn eeeecesnnnnnsnnnnn,

Number the Stars 3
Mrs. Fris and the Rats of Nimh  * We cannot do more than encourage

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever regular reading but do remind you
Matilda : to do it during each part of the

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing = b 2 6 . -
Ramona Quim, Age 8 : course because It Is so Important.

The Trumpet of the Swan L ;
The Chronicles of Narnia C. S. Lewis
The Phantom Tollbooth Norton Juster
Tuck Everlasting Natalie Babbitt
Anne of Green Gables Lucy Maud Montgomery
The Great Gilly Hopkins Katherine Paterson
Little HOUSE DOOKS .. eveeeeesnserensnnnnenas Laura Ingalls Wilder
Sid :
Hal There's little point in embarking on ;nugh
AL any 11 Plus preparation exercise stein
ﬁ"i unless children are reading every ¥
ye :6annett
sti day, that's why we constantly
Wa remind you to do it. Fch
Thg eorge Speare
The*pratsoms Yo to BRIt Iyes === =====" cHrmsTUpner Paul Curtis
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Homophones

Some words are pronounced like other words
but are different in spelling and meaning, e.g. write and right.

Die To stop living
Dye To colour or stain something, e.g. hair
Four The number after 3

: Homophones :
: These are words which sound the same but have
: different meanings and they are spelt

: differently. We will expose children to over

: 400 of these words.

Children need to actively learn these words so
: that they become more familiar with this
: category.

v

Choose the correct words from the pair to complete these sentences:

1. A quadruped has legs; two hind legs and two legs. four
for‘e :IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII:

2. Cutlery is usually madei Children who have not

3. Queen Elizabeth is our-é developed their skills in this

4. Chioe decided to ___ area will struggle with Verbal

5. The miners dug a Tunnd; ReaSOn[ng and with some ?vai‘l’
6. Mostpeople 1 |iteracy tests.

7. Millions of people spreda-an-over-tne wormy============= Tor-peure s prey - pray

8. Inthe the rider used the to guide the horse along the
muddy track. rein rain

9. She placed the rubbish in the bin. waist waste

10. Her shirt was coming apart at the . seam seem

You should learn these off by heart.
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=
2
| Easy Words :
L. e COMG vl ereresereeesssaeesssaessssasessssasens e O
? Opposites varm
i These are similar sheets to our Eigh‘r/ fair
i synonyms work. We ask children to night
5. learn these thoroughly over a few days. ;;hal low
6_ These opposites are a mix of easier attack
Z_ words and more difficult words. ?.ldmiT
8 :""a.é.p"a"r.i:‘: .................................................... a rlrlive
Harder Words
9. conceadl reveal
10. condemn By including some easier words we help

11. confined

: ensure everything is covered in a way

12. confirm that also helps boost confidence.

13. confract | Freeeeeeeesesss ERBA
14. coward " hero

15. damp dry

16. defé Children will cover over 1000 opposites

17. dep: during the course.
18, drufiwe-eeeyoe

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII?IIIbIUUc'III.

First attempt
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Opposites Match-up

Below you will see words from the opposites you have just learnt.
Match each word from the box below with its opposite in the list below.

big clever
black cold
bottom bitter

: Opposites Match Up

We ask children to only
: do these pages a few
curs days after they have

dirty Jearnt the opposites.

bow cheap
bright chubby
broad coarse
captive
captivity

expensive/dear

free

freedom
hot
narrow
sell

slim
small
smooth
stern

stupid :

: Opposites Match Up

i Their score will reveal
how well they learnt the

: words first time round :
and may indicate further :
work is necessary. :

sweet

timid

top

white

© Learning Street 2016
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Opposites 3 - Revision

You have learnt these harder words now do the following
exercises.

What is the opposite of conceal?

Wha‘r is the opposite of condemn?

V\E Opposites Pact?
W: further 1
¥ revision nt?

In the following :
es using the opposite of the word in bold.

par't of the ;
TE course we include
I this opposites aonsnble for the a‘rTack: OPPOS'tes further :
TE revision exercise. :The rock. " evision
Ti.u...m,.u-..w-‘.-.-m,m-...--.-..i‘ee metres. Thjs aims to not on/y
The man was drunk when he left the pub. test whether children

know each word but
Fill in the gaps on the right to find the d also extends their
the left. i understanding of

defend a____k : contextual meaning.
admi"‘ d L y IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
deep sh__ _ow

: Further exposure to each
score: i word also helps the words _
If you didé become more familiar. ites 3.
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Words with More than One Meaning

Some words have more than one meaning. They are called homographs.
For example:
I will show you how it is done. They went to the theatre to see a show.

fair Ef-l'l'--l' llllll dssmmn 4dusunnnn (g IR RN FasmEmnn LN}
i Homographs :
Write m;f These are words which have 3. meaning:
: the same spelling but more
1. Hehad to: . :
The : than one meaning. We will
: cover over 400 of these
2.  Hetried ti words. :
His leg wat fit,
: Children will be tested on '
3. There was: ] .
She wante these in their Verbal
: Reasoning and Literacy tests
4. Hewould ; agnd it is essential that they
He used h‘ broaden their knowledge of

5. The : them.

[
—_——
---------------------------------------

fer draw duck

6.  The weather was .
He had to pay his parking

7. He was de-‘-ermined to FLEERE T rh'-r-:nr-'m‘l----------------------:

Her mother had wrapped By asking children to
_ i actually write out the
8. Shetrippedoverthe 1 00 g learning tends to
He liked to his rt ]
: happen with greater

9.  We gripped our swords ct effect than it does with
The women stood talking: tests alone.

10. Heliked a little on the horses.
She would always her eyelashes to get what she wanted.

vy -
SR
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More Difficult Opposites

Complete the word on the right so that it has the
opposite meaning to the word on the left.

i More Difficult Opposites

These sheets extend learning on opposites. The main
opposites sheets cover all the basics, these more

difficult words will really stretch children and it's likely  :
that they will be writing out a number of these words into
their personal words lists for on-going attention. :

L AR — i e 5
GULLIBLE _A_Y
TRRATIONAL C_H___NT
VNI = Y TR N N :

i Tt is this mix of stretching and encouraging pupils to
t interact with words frequently which makes the course so '
: successful.

Marks /10

If you want to improve your vocabulary make sure you read for
at least half an hour every day.
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Paired reading 1: The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

&
CHAPTER IX *é

-THE STRANGEST HOUSE 1@5‘@
ANY ONE EVER LIVED IN- o

The Secret Garden is a classic novel which follows the story of Mary Lennox, an
nrnbanwhnrnovnq Gntahenlinclelc.mansinn . Midh.tha holn »f -an enthusiastic

Palred Reading £n which she is
2r sees Mary’s
' Paired reading (reading out loud together while

both following the text) works magically to ;magine. The

lt

ht improve a child's reading skills and vocabulary : climbing roses
W knowledge. iknew they were
PGttt eeremeeremsseremsrrnmsseranssernmnsranmnrrnnsernnnrrnnnsernnnnrann jund was covered

with grass of a wintry brown and out of it grew clumps of bushes which were
surely rosebushes if they were alive. There were numbers of standard roses which
had so spread their branches that they were like little trees. There were other trees

in the garden, and ong*’ ]
and loveliest was thaE Itis espec:ally useful to do this with classic texts

asheawdnannnnnnn'ndn dasnmnn dasnsunnn SssssdasndssnEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENER L

tendrils which made E where children can be exposed to a segment of a
each other or at a far=
made lovely bridges G
now and Mary did ng comprehension test.

brown branches and S.prayS'luweu TIKE=A"SUIT U 11AZY AL 10 S BAtM 1g Uoey= === === :
everything, walls, and trees, and even brown grass, where they had fallen from

their fastenings and run along the ground. It was this hazy tangle from tree to tree
which made it all look so mysterious. Mary had thought it must be different from

: We use specially selected excerpts from classic and indeed it was

book in the same way they might be with a

books for paired reading which should be enough
: for a twenty minute session of paired reading each

time.
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Questions

The following words are all underlined in the text above:

EEEEEEE s e e s A N NN NN NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEEER

. . Unpleasant . :
Paired reading g Exhilaration
: Vanished Distinguish

vocabulary testing

Excessive Extreme
At the end of each : Hectic .

: Immediately
paired reading section :  Poignant Erail

we use these tests to Overwhelming

draw out potentially

: new vocabulary.

‘E write down a word from the box

: These texts and the imatches the following definitions

vocabulary in them

} really help children to busy or full of frantic activity

: develop and refine

E their compr'ehension very impressive and magnificent

skills as well as their

G vocabu/ar'y. disappear suddenly and

completely
S EssEENEssENSssEEEssEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE TEEtL!
D having or showing elegance and
sophistication
E to be eager or inquisitive about
something

2) For the following five sentences, pick a word from the box
above to complete the sentence so that it makes sense

As they had left hours ago, the arrival of her grandparents was

© Learning Street 2016




Synonyms Match-up

quantity
purchase
raiment
prohibit
procure
quaint
prominent
portion
rank
rapid
prompt
reckless
recollect
ramble
putrid
rare
regret
purloin
reluctant

puny

Words from Past
Papers

convict
article
invalid
enterprise
fund
domestic
erect
contest
offend
retain
besieged
destitute
comrade
sow
poultry

© Learning Street 2016

ANSWERS - VOCABULARY BOOST - PART 8

Opposites Revision

inferior
separate
adult
captivity
mad
spendthrift
motorist

5/ wood

6/ See

7/ tear

8/ would

9/ tied, tide

10/  raise, rays

Opposites Revision
stationary
nowhere

The dog was very fat.

: Full answers for every
: question

transparent

rs to her
3 were

: There are answers provided for i wide.

: every question in each part
: course.

sher had
of the ir only a few
E‘ridy her

51 ate sweefts.

Where a full detailed explanation :, :, i

: is needed we give it.

NN LI AL AL I N I I I NI NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEN

suspend
vapour
wholly
grieve
oblige
noted
oppress
pledge

Homophones
1/ gambol
2/ rap

3/ sea

4/ sole

m upstairs
nanent.

;e decoration
7 plain.

Homographs

1 spit
spoke
spot
spur
stable
staff
stalk
stall

O 0 N O O D W N

stamp
10 stand
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